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Le Verseau, Le Meo/Seine (S. et M,), France December 7, 1960
Dear Friends:

Plesge pardon this ﬁoorly typed missive which we are sending instead of
., el ,

We have been in France since the end of Juhe. I had received a grant from
the American Philosophicel Society t¢ work with the Saiht—~Simonian pepers in
the Arsenal Library in Paris during the swmer and a grant from the, Guggenheim
Foundation to centinue wark during the academic year ona book-on-the idea of’
progress in recent historical thoughts With apartments very difficult to find,
and rents prohibitively high in Parls, We rented a house In a small willage
thirty miles from Paris in the direction of Fontainebleau, fortwiatély with
good train cornections to Paris, Living out here has been ddventugs, with some
disadvantages, the greatest being the d istance from Paris, It takes me about
an hour‘and a half each way by train and metro to the Bibliotheque Natlonales
however, I try to reed at least on the train. For Wilma; however, it is diffi-
cult to go to Paris urless I stay home. from the “library, and in the evenings
it i3 almost impossible to go, We have, however, explored Parls with the children
on Thursdays (schools are closed that day) and Sundays = there is always morc
to see and we are far from having exhausted the museums which fascinate the
ch ildren = and some of the Paris plays come to Fontainebleau, only ten miles
away. ' ‘ ct . : .

.But the great advantage of living in Le Mee has been tha % we have had a .
good ‘opporunity to ebserve French life, Contrary to what we had been led to ex—
pect, it has been quite easy to meel people here, Our landlady, = widow school *
teacher, active in almodt every educational and every left-wing nowr-Communkst
political group in Melun, has been‘very helpful in introducing us to the ergan—
1zebional 1life here, Our neighbors, also sdhool teachers, introduced us %o a
sort of family hiking and discussion greup, where we hawe met quite a mumber of
people, °So we have been invited to observe meetings of the PTA; the Ecole des
Parents, the Ligue des Droits de 18Humme (Human Rights League), a meeding of
the Parti Socialiste Unifie, and In the epposite political directisn I heard
Ponjade address a mass meeting yesterday in Melun,

Jeremy and Dahny have been going to school sSince September, Far Jeremy the
linguistic and academic adjustiment was véry rapid, After being permitted pro—
visionally to remain in the fourth grade, he emerged after several weeks as ons
of the best students in the class although the work was considerably mere ag=
vanced than in New Orleans, Dannyls ddjustment has been a 1little slower 3ut he
is meking rapid prégress now, Jonathan affer two short visite to. the ecole
maternelle (kindergarten) refused to go, Not only was the langgage sirange to
him, but the discipline and the pedagogy in an overcrowded class room in which
a teache r with one assistant attempted to keep fifty children quiet were so
different from the mursery school he had kmown, Schools here have changed much
lees than we had thought,and much lesa than they apparently have elsewherein
Northwestern Rurope, Levels of academic perfofmance are surprisingly high, al-

. though there is very much memory work, However, there is still &n atmogp here

in whichrchildren (although not ours) are afraid of the ‘teachef, children are
beaten not only for misconduet but for poor performance, ovérly grent emphasis

is put on examinations which qualify children for thé lycee, and e¢hildren in some
class rooms are seated (or shifted) in terms of rank, wWlthin the very traditionmal
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system, scme of the toachers we spoke to seem vory imaglnative while cthers seesm
strikingly 11ii3le soe.

Indded in contrast tc other Nerthwest Furcpean countries and the U,Se, omo is
struck here By the consorvatism of institutiors and the lack cf floxibility, Except
on the technclogieal level, relatively little scems to have changed in the past
docades, while in Britain and particularly in Germany one 1s constantly struck by
the profound ehangos which the cafbtrophes Af ¥y this dontury have wrought, How=
ever, there is a great deal ¢f self’=eriticism ir France, of the educational system
and of otber aspects of French lifo, a feeling that somethirg ne marche plus and
that fundamental reforms are required. Here in contrast to cther Northwest Europezn
cowr tries, one is s%ill awaro of extensive poverty in the midst of the ne w prosp-
oerityerity and of thc exlstence of a proletariat which seems to have rapidly dis=
appeared elsewhere in Northwestern Europe, If the eonssption op the "grande nation®"
st4ll looms large in the Palais de 1'Elysee, 1t has been wohsiderably modified
among the people who secm mostly to have a much more realistic view of Francels
position in the world today., BEveryone speaks about the Algerian wars almost every=
body oppesos the war, gencrally very bitterly so, and feels dhat the age of
calonialism is over, The compleints of what 21 years of war havo done to French
democracy and economic development recur, and the war 4 Klgeria hes beoome a
ma tter of conacience fer most Frenchmen (glthough not, of eoarse, for M, Poujads),
The stream of self-oriticism here 8s well as in regard %o other spheres of life
my. be a hopeful portent fer the future, One sign of the Eurcpeanization of the
French spirit is the very striking decline of anti-Gormen sentiment,

We are now plenning to go to GBitingen on May 1, the beginning of the swmmer
semester when we can have an apartment for the summer ménths, Unless unexpectedly
a grant should materialize for the coming academic yeer, we intend to return to
New Orleans the eénd ¢f August, We have follewed the developments in New Orleans
with eheavy hedrt, It 1s dlsheadtening how few pecple, sc many fewer even than
in Little Rock, heve had the courage to speak out for d-cency, New Orleans
shows again how deeply wrong from a practical as well as®moral standpoint the
falsc type of gradualism is which.aims at token integration rathepr than s
. honest compliance, _

Id

" With best wishes for the ho}iday season and the New Year,

the five Iggers " .
, Georg, Wilme, Jeremy, Danny, and Jonsthan



’Gottlngen-Gelsmar /
Sandersbeek 15
Germany , o
‘Nbvember 1961 -

Dear friends:

f;Please forglve us for resortlng agaln to thls 1mpersonal form of a
*mlmeographed letter to communloate w1th you at GhlS tlme of the year.

73year.‘

We left Te Mée sur Selne in, May for Goettlngen. As Jews and refugees‘
“from Nazism, returnlng to Cermany was not without enotlonal overtones
 'for Wilma and me, even if we had left Burope at an early age. Although

- we dld not expect to experience any anti- Semltlsm (and have not). ‘and

we do not harbor any pregudlce against CGermans as such ‘as some refugees
'do, we did to our own surprise feel increasingly uheasy as the time

- grew nearer to go to Germany. Our first impregsion of Germany, however,
“was qulte p031t1ve. The break with the past is very. evident in almost
. all-agpects.of life. Cermany's pecullar romanticism seems to be. dead.
" And while some de31rable aspécts of the past hate been lost, the new

much more matter of fact orientation of partlcularly the younger ge—

"neratlon seems much preferahle to those German tradltlons whHich in the/

course of the nlneteenth and twentieth centuries became so closely -

intertwined w1th Germany's ‘peculiar nationalism.. Germany today must be

“'mach more sober and sane than in the days of the Weimar Republlc, but

also a good. deal duller,.The break with the Romantic past is very

‘conscious and manifests itself even in such.things as the fact that

Tew Germans hlke today, onte a favorite pasttime, that the folksong
afd even ‘interest in music as such have declined, and that plgtalls

‘have dlsappeared almost completely. Emigration and twelve years of.

“Nazism have also loosened ‘the ties with. other intellectual and cultural

traditionsy thus, with the Wirtschaftswunder (the miraclé of économic
recovery) ‘the TV,which 1nc1dentally naintains a very high level of
programs, has replaced the bookcase. The students we talk to. for the
most part are demorratlc and Buropean in- orientation, much more
pronouncedly so than their elders. They are ‘serious and hardworklng
but extremely career—con301ous with few 1nterests outside their areas
of speclallzatlon. The attitudes in the schools are much more humane

and understandlng, even 'in the vanas1um Jeremy it attendlng, than

they were in Wilma or my. days. In the Volksschule. to which Danny

goes and in Jonathan's kindeérgarten, the teachers. are much more . aware

" of the emotional needs of the children without.going. to.the extremes
- of many American educationists., The universities have been ‘affected

" least by the reforms of the schools, but the atmosphere has changed, .
too.. _ : v e

After a few months, the links Wlth the past whlch nad been blurred by B
our first impressions of radical change beoome nore. apparent. This is
true of political life too. Although totalitarianism has probably been
more thoroughly discredited here than in some other Western countries
(the extreme right wing groups which have mushroomed in the US. would
be unthinkable here today ), one wonders how. decp the democratization

of German life really is. There is remarkably 1ittle discussion of
political questions. Too 'many Germans burned their fingers and feel
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k,,today that#polltlcs should be lel* to the polltlclans. In talklng to
w. some older Germans during the Elchman trial, we had the feeling that
f‘the trlal confirmed their conviction that the crimes of the Second L
“World War were almost wholly the responsibility of a small group of

- gadists; Hitler, Himmler, Bichmann, etc. They often- fail to under-"
‘stand the relgtionship between. the. gas: chanbers and the total pattern
of developments ‘under the. Thlrd Reieh., Therefore public opinion reacts
‘;'1ess strongly than might. be expected ‘against the relatively large:

" number of former Nazi offlclals whor agaln (or stlll) .occupy impor tant
pos1t10ns in government, army, justice or economic life. Particularly
4depress1ng is: the newspever situation., There is no press censorship
~here; as’ there is in France, but very much in: contrast to France one
~ig struck’ by ‘the virtual absence of controversy on all major issues.
The . degree of unanlmlty on. questlons of foreign policy is frightening.
- News coverage is highly emotlonallzed, even. more-. so than in -the

United States, and partlcularly since August 13 there has been a lot of
) appeal to natlonallst sentlment effectlve because of the failure of '
" many Germans to understand what - brought about the division of Germany
and the loss. of the Eastern prov1nces..There is no Humphrey, Fulbright
..or Walter. Llppmann, ‘to offer an alternatlve. Only the weekly Der ..

" Spiegel ,or: occasionally the weekly Die Zeit, bring a note: of- d. dissent.

.. On the other hand, the. IV, operated by the reglonal govennments but
 Gquite independent in programming, has done a remarkable job of demo—‘

. craticy political eduatlon, both in crltlcally examining the German
B ipast and 1n malntalnlng dlscusslon of present day problems.,On the

;dLlfe for us’ has been qulte pleasant here. Although we know qulte a
;jnumber of - people soclally, we have encountered fewer congenlal souls

’.'ﬁthan in France._The children's adJustment in-school -here is .in reverse

. to what it was in France. While Jeremy left there as the best in his

 ‘class, he finds it difficult here in Qymnasium to have all his things

“in order, his homework done, ‘and chlefly Just to swim as. orie among

- many. He has some friends, btut still dreams. of -the golden past of Le Mée.
Danny had a falrly good report card,’ ‘has lots of nice friends, -and does
his best to be nasty to the girls in his class with whom he seems-

‘d.qulte populan,iJonathan, who was thrown out of. +hree. klndergartens

in France, is ‘extremely happy in the one in. Gelsmar. They all-speak
,German qulte fluently, though w1th mlstakes. Wilma is kept busy =
‘worn out is more. accurate — superVﬂs1ng the homework of the . two blg -

. ones. In France they ‘came home at 6 Delle. with their homework done s
-“here they come home at noon, and after lunch the all—afternoon session
, starts._Wilma ls taklng a semlnar and c+tend1ng lecturesg as far as

. tlme permlts._Fbr my own work, the. llbrary here is very adequate and
\»the atmosphere much less bureaucratic than in France. We are sailing

" on the Statendam the middle of Migust and after some famlly visits

sl e L Y e e

. ‘expect to be back in New Orleans in: early September.jne

'7fW1th best w1shes for the hollday season and the New Year,

. Georg, Wilua, -553 e’%?é??i; | ii??if‘rihy' and Jonahan Iggers.




3582 virgil Bculevard
New Orleans 22, Louisiana
December 17, 1962

Dear Friends:

Our last annual letter came irom Germany. We shall anot
repeat our analysis of German political conditions which it
contained, suffice it to say that we arrived in Germany in
May 1961 with a good desl of mixed feelings == it was -
difficult to Fforget what had happened -~ and that we léfi.
with a good deal of regret. As regards the political scene,
we continued to see both the encouraging and the discouradging
signs we described in our last letter although we remained
moderately optimistic regarding the s&sbility of democratic
institutions in Germany., The arrest of the Spilegel editors
occurred after our departure f£rom Germany. In retrospect
neither the highhandedness of the government in the case
nor the strong public reaction in defense o. freedom of the
press and legality surprise us. On the personal level, hov-
ever, we thoroughly enjoyed our stay. The queasy ifeeling¢ in
our stomachs with which we entered the former Vaterland soon
disappeared. We met not only an awful lot of people pf whose
decency we were convinced but also many more kindred souls
than at home, We were surprised at the cordiality we met at
the university and among neighibors. We soon became conviuced both
from conversations and from watching the mass media that
despite apathy among some what happened during the Nazi periocd
has been a matter of soul searching for many more Germans than
we had thought/ We leit Germany missing the conversations, the
walks in the forests surrounding Gdttingen, the town, its
- bookstores, its theater, and particularly the £riends and
acquaintances we had made.

From Gdttingen we drove via Marburg, the Rhine and Mo-
selle valleys and Luxemburg to Paris where we once more
visited friends r“rom our previous year's stay in France. On
August 15 we sailed to New York and after a brief visit with
Georg's paremts in Richmond arrived in New Orleans on August
31 after an absence of almost twenty=-seven months. At the
station we were met by the heat and a delegation of mosquitoes,
Our first few weeks at home consisted of a series of minox
calamities, none of them serious fortunately. Wilma became
sick- the Iirst day we were back. The storage people returned
our furniture broken, promised to replace our refrigerator
and let us sit without refrigeration in the heat until we
finally handed the matter over to a lawyer. Our car was still
on the ocean. Our children were denied admission to the
schools for several days because their birth certificates
stating their racial identity required by Louisiana law
were among our baggage which had not yet arrived. They
finally were admitted with an-aifidavid from A.P.Tureaud,
the NAACP lawyer, that they and their parents were white.
However, these initial difiiculties were soon overccome and
Wilma back on her feet again. Slowly we returned to ocur oid
routine. Georg by previous arrangement taught a reduced
load at Dillard University to enakle him to finish his book
manuscript.




manuscript, Wilma to her delight was invited on short notice
to tesch a graduate seminar at Tulane on Karl Kraus, the
Viennese literary and cultural critic on whdm she had written
her dissertatdon. Next semester she will teach a seminar on
“The Literature oi Social Protest in Germany." In ad&itiom sha
also teaches elementary and intermediate German at Dillard,
Jeremy and Danny complain how easy school is in conp rison
with Europe but actually keep quite busy with Hebrew schocl
several afternoons a week and Jeremy with clarinet lessons
besides., Jonathan is enthusiasxically pursuing the studles-
of the xlrSt grade. :

On the racial situation, there have been significant:
changes since our departure, We lesft in theé early summer 1960
as the sit-in movement was in its beginning. The token inte-
gration of Mew Orleans schools began while we were in France
/1n 1960 accompanied by riots. The week after our return to

Mew Orleans this fall, we witnessed the integration of the
Catholic schools, Two daysZater approximately 100 Negro
children were admitted to the :irst three grades oi previcusly
all-white public schools without incident. Lunch counters in
~hain stores desegregated a few weeks later. This past weel
Tulane University announced that it will accept qualified
Negro students keginning this coming February. There is still
quite a bit of tension in the commnunity but nevertheless a
turning point seems to have occurred during the two years
we were away., We have taken up our old activities again.

Georg has been re-elected to the board of the local NAACP

and as chairman of the education committee o#f the local bhranch
and a member of the education committee of the local Urban
League is again engaged engaged in studies of inequailities in
the school system., However, even more important than the
sollution of racial problems appears to us at this point the
problem of preventing another world war. We have both bzen
active therefore in the recent formation of the New Orleansg
Council for Peaceful Alternatives which is to serve as a
forum on questions of foreign policy and nuclear disarmament.

It's time to close this letter. We wish you all the

best during the holiday season and the coming New Year and
hope that we shall hear from you soon.

Sincerely,

Géorg, Wilma, Jeremy,
Danny, d@8 Jonathan Iggers




“i;Dear Friends.QJ;V T

v.palnfully slov, Public fac111t1es were being ‘desegregated, e.g, Junch . L o (o
. counters, even if at a slower rate’ than in many other Southern 01t1es.‘gy¢*,y,:f Ly
. Most ‘extensive and encouraging. was lntegratlon on ‘the unlverslty level, Lo
oo withoall unlver51tlesf1nally open ‘and over three hundred Negro studemts
 enrolled at LSU in New Orleans, a situation which made the role of Negro ‘
;‘Acolleges, such as.the ones ab which we had aaught, 1ncrea51ngly problematn.c°
" Most. shocking to us, -especially after our return from West Germany with' : o
o dts problems of labor shortages, was the sharp rise in unemployment among Negroes‘w,“_w
o in New rleans which affected the familites of many of our’ students, R
ff51tuatlon of Wthh few of .our whlte friends were fully aware, While the
Negro middle classes had benefltted by thesadvances of ‘the! past few years,
L ,fthls seemed much less true of the economlcally deprlved classes ‘whose
. etonomic standing hsd 1n some ways deterlorated.ln the mldst of & 3001ety
: of plenty. L S Y SRS

'7'arranged for a reduced teachlng load at Dillard to give me more time to E

. of ug were teachlng a graduate course at Tulané as well —~W11ma had’ also
.3Etaught a seninar on Karl Kraus there the first semester~— and we were :
‘ ’becomlng 1nvolved again in the activities w1th whlch we had been concerned
" before our: departtre for FEurope, I was again. asked to be: chairman of the
.,-g»-_educatlon commuittee of the NAACP in New Orleans, and the committee this time =
. succeded in & proaect in which we had failed three years ‘before, ‘the” adm1s51on
of gifted Negro chlldren to BenJamln Franklin, ‘the high school for superior .

 tangible 1nequa11t1e31n the school system, which even to our surprise: showed
“a much sharﬁﬁﬁrﬁﬁﬁ%Vercrowdlnﬂ and other. 1nequallt1es than we had antic1pated°
. We also’ becams/ d
. Peaceful Alternatlves ‘which remalned quite’ active until-the: ‘signing of ‘the . R
' partial. nuclear test ban' treaty, - Jeremy and Danny!'s. readjustment to" Amerlcan AN
" schools wasxeasy, Jonathan's lees so, - But Jeremy and Danny were képt, quite RERER R
:Hoccupled by homework, Hebrew school, and in Jeremy?s case musmc practlce. I R

, if}f;‘ﬂilliv 5527 Dorchester Avenue, Apt.l
SOl v Chicagoy Tllirois 6@637
S e 3~“ December 17; 1963

ThlS tlme our Chrlstmas letter comes from Chlcago. We moved here in.

‘)September to assumé: p031t10ns at. Loyola Unlversity in Wilmats case, at

Roosevelt Unlver31ty in mine, Our décision to leave the South was not’ an fw“

. ‘easy. one,:We had taught theére. contlnuously since l950v-except1ng only ,
< our. two year. stay in Europe—— and 'all but one of these years in predomlnantly
Negro colleges¢ Yet Chlcage appeared to offer not, only mpre. challenglng
-~ academic. 51tuatlons and-‘access to better research facilities than Dlllard

University: or New Upléans: dld, ‘but also a situation in which we would

.\~5{cont1nue to have ‘an opportunlty to, work with the type of soclal problems
«[,thlch have concerned us- in. the South, “33 R , o

We were: not sorry, however, to have returned to Dlllard and New -

.’}[Orleans for one more year after we came back from Europe 'in September 1962.-5

- .As we ‘wrote you already last year, much | had changed in the:two years we . T R
‘were overseas, The "massive resistance,"” supporbed by state and eity: auxho~,'rt ST ey
" rities, which had stalled important changes inrace relations before 1960, G

had crumbled,’ The rate of change had. becoﬂ@??apld,\even if itwas Stlll v~,:<ﬁ\‘

The year 1n New Orleans turned out to be a very busy one’ for use I had '

complete a. manuscrlpt I had begun in: Germany. By the second semester, both

children, The committee also brought up to date its:1960: statlstlcal study . of

involved in the’ organlzatlon of the New Urleans Council for



.’ of the" s1tuatlon. Otherwise, most of the city ls/rather thoroughly segre=
_ gated in housing and schooling, and attitudes are_ often only somewhat. .
L dlfferent, but -neither more enllghtened nor more humane than in New Orleans. .
.The city adminlstratlon, under the pressure of Negro' and Iiberal opinion, -
 has followed" arrelatlveLy enllghtened policy 1n racial matters, the Board. - \
—of Educatlon, more sensitive to real’estate and’ conservative business = ¢ '\7l -

look us up. - TS
U The flve Iggers —— Georg, Wilma, Jeremy; anHY, Jonathan ,ﬁlcjf
‘ _ iE
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We moved to Chlcaéo in. stages. B % nud~June to mid-August we were

in FayetteV1lle, Ark, “n our way, we ¥ opped in Little Rock where we.
 visited friends, Many famlllar fices were gone in both Little Rock and-
- ‘Fayettevllle, some having left under! pressure>during the period of polltlcal
V‘Jten31on. ‘This' preséure has relaxed now:/ln ‘the state at least although not:
Cat the Unlver31ty which’ seemed more segregated and provancial than when we-
- 'taught there in l956~57. Fayettev1lle, however, is stlll a beautiful and .

' friendly place and.the two monthsthere were a relax1ng 1nterlude between o
~our busy livedsin Néw Orleans and, Chicago\ Our children swam a loty I did-a "
.~ fair amount of wrltlng, andall of -usifound time for at least few excurs1ons

'-',1nto the Ozarks° BN B T ,\' RN :

,‘)'

R L - T T ! R \ :
After a pleasant v151t w1th relatlves in Canada 1n - late August,'we o

o arrived in Chlcago in time for .school to start° We had ‘Hiot - looked forward -
- [to the big aspects of 11v1ng 1n Chlcago, partlcularly as they would affect . ' .
-~ the children, Actually living here ‘has turned out to be much more pleasant =
“and less complicated than we had antlclpated¢ We: ‘found' a spaclous ‘apmbtment .
}'w1th1n easy walking dlstance/from the University of Chlcago, “the Museum of

801ence ‘and Industry (where Danny and Jonathan spend much of their free

" time) and the I, Co-electric train to the loop. Our children-go to-Ray school,
7 .the public school in the shadow ‘of the Un1vers1ty of Chlcagoo In many ways ..

the Hyde Park section mfi which we"live seeéms more like a sél£~contained

_“unlvers1ty town than like part of ‘a bustling dlsprganlzed metropollsq S0,
. far we have had little tlme to take(advantage of the- ‘many cultural offerlngs
of Hyde Park, The presen ce .of the U, of C. llbrary has, of, course, been a
‘great” convenlence. Slnce\we\left Chlcago fifteen years ago, Hyde Park has = . o
‘;changed greatly and together/w1th adjdcent Kenwood and the nearby Lake’ Meadows E
.. ~Prairies Shores, complexes has become the only larger stable 1ntegrated commuii
) —\nlty nlty in’ Chicago, an ‘area with an extremely heterogeneous ‘population;.
) H‘rac1ally, ethlcalLy, rellglously, ‘and to an extent even soclo—ecenomlcally
-but w1th an 1ntense communlty splrlt reflected 1n a multlpllclty of nelgh-.r

i;urban renewal progect ‘have been v1ewed by some as a. dellberate attempt to

rediice the extent of 1ntegratlon,,by others'as: the ‘only way ‘to malnta;n a.

‘.stable, 1ntegrated neighborhood, At Ray- school, L9T%. of the children- are\,;\‘

Negro, ‘but ablllty grouping within the school has establlshed de facto:
segeegatlon in. many clasg roomsowNevertheless Ellnor Richey!s recent artlcle '
on ‘Hyde Park in the Saturday Review seems to us to give g ‘distorted plcture 3

P

influences, has" followed pOllCleS not too different ‘from those iof many

‘A,’Southern school boards, I have béen a:member of the Educational de1sory
" Committee 6f the. Chlcago branch of the NAACP since October, I do not yet ,
 understand the complex forces ‘well ano also- suspect: that'the role which the i
~1nd1v1dual can-play in socmal change in a hlghly structured’ eity 1ike : ¢ -
L Chlcago is very much more restrlcted than™ ‘in the South° That economlc oppor»
o ttunltles and other: condltlons maklng for 1nd1v1dual dlgnlty even if ‘thiey are
o not good are atkleast better than in the South iw ‘reflected by the large ?;_.;\
* . migration to Chlcago. We have already met seVeral former Dlllard colleagues
- and Dlllard and’ Phllander Smlth students in Chlcagoa4' L T s

‘U/,uc\
VAGE

\ Thls letter has become longer than we’ 1ntended, We wlsh you all the best
in the Haliday Season and the NeW'Year, And lf you come to Chlcago, please\,/;

I - ’< S . . g
| [ ' . . ' - N / . b
N [ : . B :

4% g - .
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5527 Se Dorchester Ave,, Apt.
Chicago, Illinoils, 60637
December 16, 1964

Dear Friends:

Again we come to you with greetings for the Holiday Season and
the New Year, and in many cases with apologies for not having writ-
ten during the year,

This year, which promised to be relatively uneventful, actually
turned out to be an extremely crowded one, When we last wrote you,
- we had just begun to settle down in Chicago, The last curtains and
plctures were hung; Wilme had mustered the courage to take her Il-
linois drivers?! test; and we had settled down in the routine of
teaching at Roosevelt and Loyola Universities respectively which
left 1ittle time for other activities, The same mail in February
brought two pleasant items of mail, an invitation for George to
teach summer school at the University of Arkansas and a grant from
the Newberry Library in Chicago, proviging George with much needed
research time during the fall semester to make the final revisions
on his book on German historicism and to return 4o an older, UC OlMss
pleted manuscript on the ides of progress,

Early in July the two of us and Jonathan drove to Fayetteville
while Jeremy and Danny went to camp for the first time before joine
ing us at the end of the month, We always, the kids included, like
to return to Arkansas, The years In Little Rock were very meaningful
ones and in the year we spent at Fayetteville we felt very much a
part of the community, The summer was very pleasant despite the heat
which was unusual even for Arkansas, The university has suffered
a great deal, also academically, from the interference by Faubus and
the state leglslature which followed the Little Rock Crisis, It has
been difficult to replace many of the stronger people who left,
Nevertheless, the atmosphere among the faculty and the students
continues to be generally liberal although a much more conservative
administration has resegregated dormitories and imposed restrictions
on outside speakers, In the city of Payetteville, by contrast, many
public facilities, including the swimming pool (closed in Little
Roek and Pine Bluff this summer) were integrated already hefore the
enactment of the Civil Rights Bill, - ,

Upon our arrival, a letter reached George which had been sent to
New Orleans months earlier inviting him to read a paper at -a confe-
rence in Salzburg in September, -The American Counecil of Learned
Societies agreed to pay his trip despite the lateness of the date
and he spent most of his spare time in the air-conditioned basement
of the library writing his paper, ASs a result we did not even spend
the few days in Little Rock on which we had counted, September then
became & hectically busy month, We returned from Arkansas on the eve
of the Jewish High Holydays; Wilma lef't three days later to read a
paper at a meeting in New York from which she returned just in time
for George to leave.for Europe, George flew first to Richmond, Va., to
spend the followmngAday, his fathert's seventieth birthday, there, and
then proceeded to France where he briefly visited friends in Le Mee
sur Seine and environs, where we had spent a year, on his way to
Salzburg.

The most interesting part of the trip was the week in Czecho-
slovakla which followed his stay in Salzburg, Wlilma has been corres.
ponding over the years with Czechoslovakia school f#iends but was
afraid to visit them wheniwe. ¢ -in Burope despite their repeated
invitations, There was no"di ulty in obtaining a visa this time.
It was a very nice week, Wilma's various friends, whom she hasn't
seen since before the war, received him with a cordiality and
hospitallty rare in our more restrained world, Living with a family
" in the samll town in Western Bohemia where Wilma went to school, hse
was able to get a glimpse at Czech everyday life, He was surprised
how traditional many aspects of life still were despite (or perhaps
because of) the Communist regime, The social by-products of the
economy of abundance prevalent in Western Europe and the U,S, are
largely missing, Suddenly one is freed of the many aspects of a
commercialized mass culture, The result is that the youth seems much
more unspoiled and idealistic (and less sophisticated) and that life
goes at & much slower pace, There is much charm in this, Nevertheless
these positive aspects of Czech life seem inextricably interwoven
with dictatorship and cultural control and the failure of the govern-
ment through its doctrinaire economic polic es to attéin & higher
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- standard of living, The gove,umegk is, of course, not inbterested,
nor ls the populsation, in malntaing this simpler way of 1life but

in overtaking the West in officlency and production and in this way
it has, of course, miserably failed in terms of its own values,
Actually, real poverty which existed before the war, and which still
exists in many corners of our own country, has virtually disappeared
except among some of the elderly who have been cruelly neglected in
Czech socilal legislation., George was also surprised at the extent of
political conversation on the trains, in the streets, everywhere,
most of 1t critical of the government, There has been a conslderable
relaxation in the last few months, In general Czechs are confident
that there will be further liberalization, There weye Czech scholars
at the meeting in Salzburg and in Georgels discussions with them as
well as with historians in Prague he was impressed by the extent to
which Czech soclal scientists in conversation, even if not yet in
print, have emancipated themselves from doctrinaire Marxism, "Marx
was no economic determinist," he was told at the Czech Academy of

Scilences. '

On his way back, George brlefly visited friends in Céttingen
and Demmark asnd arrived in Chicago in time for the preparations fop
Jeremy!s Bar Mitzvah, Jeremy!s Bar Mitzvah came after several years
of Hebrew and Jewilsh study accompanied by doubts and questioning.
The Reform service was dignified and meaningful and we were pleased
by the many relatives and friends of the family who came to be with
us on the occasion,

Since then we have settled back into our normal routines, Wilma
enjoys especially the literature courses she teaches at Loyola, George
is about to hand the final chapters of the book to the typist.

Jevemy has been busy with his science fair project for which he

won first prize in his schools, His main pursults have been less
intellectual, however, neighborhood club, coin collecting,

scouts and listening to disk jockeys on the radio way after we
think that he is asleep, Danny, now eleven, is stlll very much of
an individualist, reads, follows his own interests, but neglects his
school work with disastrous effects on hils grades, In contrast,
Jonathan, now nine, has become ambitious in his school work and
seems much more grown up now,

The last few weeks have brought a very attractive offer from a
large Northeastern state university and we shall have to decide
very soon whether to pull up our stakes again, Our cholce is com-
plicated by the likelihood that there will be an opportunity of
staying in Chicago under similar conditions, even 1f perhaps in
a less challenging teaching situation, The children are eager to go
to a smaller (although this would be by no means a small) city, In
some ways, we have liked Chicago, especially our beaching, the
libraries, and the liberal abtmosphere of Hyde Park, although the
impersonality of the city (and of Hyde Park especially) and the
long commubting in Wilma'ls case annoy us, We miss the challenges
of the e¢ivil rights situation in Arkensas and Loouislana, The
problems exist and are acute, but the contribution which we can
make here as individuals in this highly complex situation seems to
be a much more limited one than in the South,

With best regards from all of us,

the five Iggers




60 Ivyhurst 100 Ivyhurst
erst, New York 14926
December 17, 1965

Dear Friends:

It'almostmseems as 1f we have become a family of nomads, Once . .
again we are writing you from a different city, Shortly after®we wrote
you last year, I accepted @ position at the State Univergity of New'
York at Buffalo. The decision to uproot the children again was not
easys We had Just moved to Chicago in September 1963 after having
returned to New Orleang from Europe only the year before, Neverthe- .
less there were several considerationg in addition to the profegsional
advantages of the Buffalo position which made us decide to move, par-
ticularly the school situation which not only we but also the children
felt to be unsatisfactory and the commuting which kept both of us

away from the children more than we liked, . ,

- The move to Buffalo prevented us from accepting an invitation to
spend the summer again at the University of Arkansas. Instead we spent
a wonderful week at the American Friends Servhce Committee’s family
camp at Lake Geneva, Wis., which combined relaxation with serious
discussion, and Jeremy and Danny later spent several weeks with the
Thompsong in Fayetteville, Ark, We arrived here the middle of August
and have been very pleased with our move in most ways. The university
1s going through an interesting phase. Until 1962 this was tke private
University of Buffalo which as an urban universgity ‘served Buffalo in
meny of the ways Roosevelt serves Chicago, Since 1962 this has been
the largest and most important unit of the relatively new State Uni-
verisyt of New York., Since then the univergity has grown by leaps

and bounds as the state has attempted to transform it into a major
university and graduate school, Faculty has multiplied; the librkary
appropriation has increased twentyfold; and student admission standards
have become increasingly selective, The transition is far from comple-
ted and years will yet be required before the university will hawve the
research facilities, reputation, and appeal to graduate students which
it hopes to acquire., My own prof essional position is very much prefer-
able to Roosevelt. I enjoyed the congeniality and liberality of Roose-
velt but find the State Unlversity no less congenial or liberal, For
the first time in my career, my teaching is closely related to my
research, In addition to & lecture course in German history I teach
only one seminar in an area of intellectual history of my cholce,
Actually lecture preparation and consultation with graduate students
have left me somewhat less time for my research than I had expected.
Wilma is teaching at Canisius College ten minutes down Main Street
from the university., This i1s a Jesuit college, as Loyola University

in Chicago was, which with 1,760 students has a much more intimate
small college atmosphere than the Lewis Tower commuters' campus in
Chicago did, Wilma ukfortumately has less opportunity to teach German
literature here; but she has a lighter load than at Loyola and the
Germen language courses shh teaches require much less preparablon and
thus leave her more time,

hifé 1s undoubtedly more relaxed for all of us here than it wag
in Chicago. Buffalo is a quieter ahd friendlier city. Unable to find
a rental near the university, we bought an older, qulte spaclous
house with a large yard in the suburb of Arherst, almost midway be-
- tween the present State University campus approximately 13 mi %nd
the new campus in Amherst to which the university will move in a
few years, This is the first time that we have lived in a suburb and
we would have preferred living in the city itself had we not been
discouraged about the Buffalo schools. Buffalo ls one of the two most
poorly financed of New York's several hundred school districts and
has many of the problemg of urban schools in a severe form, Amherst
has most of the advantages of an affluent suburban school district
ag well as the usual disadvantages, The schools have a good academic
program, Classes are small, Much more attention is paid to the
Individual child than at Ray School in Chicagon where the needs of
the children seemed of ten subordinated to the conveniences of the
staff, On the other hand, the pressureg for social and political
conformity are much greater than in the socially more heterogeneous
school setting the children knew in Chicago. Their one complalnt
about school In Amherst is that they still feel as outsiders and
have not made any friends yet. We too have not gotten to know any
of our neighbors who are even more impersonal than our Hyde Park
nebghbors in Chicago were, The university, on the other hand, is a
surpisingly friendly and sociable place despite its slze and inci--
dentally has a very rich program of cultural events - concerts (the
Budapest String Nuartet is in residence here), plays, lectures,
and movies of which we have taken ample advantage.
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to move fromogﬁicago bac or 8o many years
were engaged in the civil rights movement. It is true that the
problems of the South have m1wrated to the North, but the contribu-
tion which the individual cltlzen can make toward theiysolution’ is
a much more limited one, Here, "as now 2lsoc increasingly in the
Southern urban centers, the problem is not legal segregation,which
can be more easily combatted, but the much more ‘complex pattern of
digerimination,.Housing and schoollng,(ab least on the élementary
school level) are even more segregated than in Chicago. The fact that’
there are virituslly no Negro students at the State University although
about 20% of the population of Buffalo is now Negro is a reflection -
on the poor quality of ghetto education, Buffalo Negroes lack the
leadership and organizatlon of Chicago Negroese Great hopes are
being placed on raiging sufficient’ money to bring Saul Alinsky here
to organize the Negro communlty along lines similar to The Woodlawn -
Organlzatlon in Chicago. I have bsgen workeng with the NAACP hereé in .
an as yet not very successful attemnt 10 reactivate the education -
committee which has not functioned for some times But the NAACP plays
- a much less central and effective role here than in the Southern -
communities we knew, This past year in Chlcago arnd also here we have
actually been more involved in the peace movement., We were active in
organizing teach~ins in Chicago last spring and in collecting naumes
for pkotest ads by Chicago and Buffalo area professors againgt the
war in Viet' Nam, Wilm& participated ih the march on Washington last.
month, We have no. illusions about the efféctiveness of these protests:
on public ppllicy but see in them an expression of congclence in the
face of what seems to us not only an un¥lise but especially with the
barvarization of the wa.r agalnst the Vietnamese 01v111an population.
an immoral policy.

hes1tati%n%oi%hgoggu%ht%hgggf%lo wa s that we had hopee

In the hope that the comlng year wi’l see a 1essening of
interaational tensiong in the Far East and elsewhere, we Wlsh you all
the best for the holiday season and the Wew Year," _

Georg, Wllma Jeremy, Danny, and

Jonathan Iggers
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- December, 1966
Dear Friends;

For your address book's sake, you w111 be pleased to note that we are st111 in
Buffalo. This has.-been a crowded and busy year:for all of us, including the
children. Jeremy likes the more'adult atmosphere of senior high school. compared
with last year's junior high school ”and has become involved in-a variety of
activities such as debating,’ chess~club, and his science project involving work
with 2 computer. For the time being his interest in athletics has declined.
"Actually all three children are extremely busy with school work. We are guite
pleased with the academic level of the childrens' schools; less so with the
social atmosphere in the suburban setting. The alternative would have been
-moving into the c1ty, where the schools are underfinanced and therefore notori-
ously poor, or as many of our colleagues do, sending the children to private -
schools. Nevertheless Jeremy in high school is néw encountering a group of:
interesting kids, . which Danny, also-active in debating, misses in junior hlgh
school. Jonathan feels very much at home in school, seems much more challenged
than in Chicago, and concentrates on reading and writing book reports to the
detriment of his other subjects., His interests have shifted from Custer's last
stand via the Civil War to World War II--but he st111 considers ‘himself a
paciflst. . Lo ' -

Wllma enjoys Canxslus College. ‘While her teaching involves there now some
literature, she has found some time  for outside literary interests, including
some research and writing. ‘'She had been working on the sense of self-identi-
fication of the German~ .and.Czech~language Jewish writers in Bohemia.'. At
present she is reading the page proofs of her book on Karl Kraus -“which was

the ‘topic of her moth-eaten doctoral dissertation. Both of us have been- very -
much concerned about the war in Viet Nam and ‘a ‘good deal of our time has gone -
‘into activities in opposition to the war, which we feel not only politically
but also morally wrong. We realize how llttle .effect. such protest has had on.
prosecution of the war, Nevertheless we consider it an important expression

of conscience, which in the long run may yet have some consequences for national
policy. Wilma has worked'very closely with the Buffalo chapter of the Womens .
International League for Peace and Freedom and Georg has been: actlve 1n campus
peace activities. : : , .

For Georg the State Unlversity has been in many ways a2 new experience.  This is
the first time in his many years of teaching that he has been freeof téaching"
survey courses and has been able to relate his teaching to his research. He
teaches five hours a week~~-in: New Orleans he-genetrally taught fifteen to eight~
een, at Roosevelt twelve--a lecture course to advanced undergraduates and
graduate students in German history and a graduate seminar in European histor-
iography or German intellectual history. The university is in. the midst of '
rapid transition. Since the University of Buffalo was absorbed by the State
University of New York three years ago, the enrollment has doubled, and the
history faculty tripled. If the University of Buffalo was an institution which
drew its students almost entirely from the Buffalo area, a serious attempt is
being made now to create a major state university. Indlcative ‘'of the changes
~is the increase of the library book purchasing budget from approximately $40,000
four years ago to $900,000. The undergraduate student body now comes from all"
. over the state--last year about one. third of the students came from New' York
City~-~nevertheless it will still be some years before the university will be
able to achieve a reputation as a major graduate school and attract outstanding
graduate students. Georg finds the atmosphere at school intellectually and
personally congenial. He himself is being drawn into departmental and univer-
sity affairs to a greater extent than elsewhere. and perhaps more than is good o
for his research. : :

George received a grant from the State University to go to GHttlngen this last
summer to make final revisions on his manuscript on German historicism which
will be published in about a year by the Wesleyan University Press. We took-
the occasion to accompany him, After several days' stay in-Paris and Seine-et-
Marne, where we visited friends we made during the year we spent.in France,
Wilma and the kids spent. a week in Holland traveling on a railroad pass while
Georg proceeded to G8ttingen. In GHttingen the boys at once again found their
old friends and at least Jeremy and Danny very ‘quickly spoke German again pass=~
ably well, Although Georg was under quite a bit of pressuré to complete his
work in the limited time we had in. GBttlngen, we managed to find 'some time for
interesting cultural events and more importantly.people. All over West Germany,
but especially’ in GBttingen, we have acquaintances, many of whom we consider
good friends, coming from all walks of life.  Although we heard and read a good
deal about the resurgence of right-wing nationalism, we ourselves ran into few

~




expressions of sympathy for it among the many-people to whom we spoke. Similarly
' Ceorg was very much impressed, as he was four years ago, by the democratic orien=-
tation of the younger generation of historians, the men now in their. thirties,-
who have become much more critical of German national traditions than their
elders. The recent successes of:the NPD should of course not:be taken lightly.
Even more we are disturbed by the strong currents of nationalism which extend

"~ over-much broadér segments of the. populatlon and have been encouraged by offi».
cial policy, a nationalism«which expresses itself in the emotionalization of all
issues of foreign policy as they affect the. d1vis;on of Germany and the refusal
to recognize even such political consequences of the-second World War as the Oder
Neisse line, or to realize, as recently some German politlcal leaders have begun
to admit, that the division of Germany, whether right or. wrong, is here to stay
for quite a number of years and requires a-policy of reconcllxatlon and détente
with Eastern Europe if the two parts of Germany are not. to be totally estranged
Although we:would be frightened, as would many. Germans, ‘to see nuclear arms in
German control our-observations lead us to believe that democratic government
has much more. stable. foundatlons in West Germany today than it ever had in the
Weimar. Republic. : By . _

anrly in August we left for Czechoslovakia, the hlgh p01nt of«our trlp. "We had
assumed that we would have to go. via Bavaria but found out to our surprise that
it would be possible for us to cross East Germany on a regular tourist visa.

It was a strange feeling when we turned from the busy Autobahn connecting West
Germany with Berlin onto the almost deserted road to-Magdeburg. -We traveled

very freely in East Germany and were not. stopped once for 1dent1ficatlon, not .
even when we made an illegal U~turn in front: of what we .suddenly realized was

a police vehicle. Nevertheless Western tourists are still very rare~--in con-
trast to Czechoslovakia~-and almost everywhere we parked we were engaged: in -
conversation by passersby who. stopped to admire our car.. We were struck again,
as we had been on our visit to-East Berlin four years ago, how freely people
spoke on the streets; in museums,.in hotels and how very critical. even the young
people were-of political and econcmic conditions. -Economic conditions seem, how-
ever; to have improved: considerably since the wall went up. We were impressed:-
by the amount. of. construction. At least the downtown sections in Magdeburg, -
Erfurt, -and Leipzig no- longer -looked drab..  Downtown traffic was.much heavier
than it had;been_inJEastherlinwfour years .ago. There were still lines:outside
fruit and vegetable stores. Our first longer stop was in Halle, where we were
cordially received by the historians at the university whom Georg had written
only .a few days before our departure from GYttingen. - The:pro-rector; .chairman’
of -the. h13tor1ca1 institute, had postponed his vacation by'a.day to be able to
meet us, While a car from the .institute took Wilma and the chlldren .sightseeing,
Georg met. several of the ‘historians who were very: W1lling to_exchange views,
although- they themselves were very firmly committed to Marxist doctrine. In
contrast to their Czech colleagues, -East German historians are still relatively
isolated from historians elsewhere but are not adverse to re-establishing con- -
tacts. Georg . was invited to come back to Halle next summer for several weeks

at a time when the university is in session. In speaking with East German.
historians of the older generation, Georg was struck how central a role the

Nazi period-.and their own experience of resistance played in their"emotional
commitment to the-Communist state. Much more than in West Germany, the: public
‘1s constantly reminded .of the crimes of the Nazi period. The Buchenwald concen-
tration-camp near Weimar, which we visited, has been made into an impressive
national memorial to the victims of Fascism.  There is regrettably a tendency to
overginplify the whole question of guilt by claiming that the German Democratic
Republic has made a complete. break with the past while in West Germany the unre-
formed forces of the past are firmly re-established.  From Halle we drove leisurely
through - the beautiful.Cathedral town of Naumburg to Erfurt with its well preserved
medieval city. to Goethe and Schlller s Weimar where.we: spent.a day.  After a
morning in Buchenwald and an afternoon at the Institute for German Historiography
at the Karl Marx University in Leipzig, where we were reoelved as cordially as in’
Halle, we left for Czechoslovakia. ‘ .. : .

The . difference between CZechoslovakla and East Germany 1sstr1k1ng.»The economy
appears stagnant but the political and cultural atmosphere freer. Even since -
Georg:was there two years ago, remarkable changes have taken.place. = The political
banners, omnipresent in Communist states, have’disappeared. Prague is filled with
tourists, both Western and Eastern. Czechs, too, are- ‘beginning to travel again
abroad in increasing numbers. .Culturally the country seems very much again a part
of the West from the Beatles to the many translations of serious Western philo=
sophical and soclological works. In.movie theaters movies are shown from all over
.the world; the Soviet films which dominated.a-few years ago are now the exception.
"On the other hand Western non-Communist newspapers, now: available in some Eastern
capitals, are stlll“banned. The historians . with whom we spoke, who two years ago
still felt constrained to speak in Marxist terms, now have for a large. part. freed
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themselves from ideological considerations. The normalization and de~-idealogi~

zation of life which has occurred in the last few years is encouraging. 1In our

conversations with young people, including .the hitchhikers we 'picked up, we were
amazed how little influence ‘twenty years of ideological training have had on the
youth, and how critical they remained., As in East Germany, morale is low, espe-
' cially as regards the economy, and people are perhaps even more outspoken.‘

After thlnklng, and even more, emotlng, about a: trip to Czechoslovakla -for many
‘years, we crossed the ‘border mnear Cheb in early August-~it was Wilma's first.
visit in twenty-eight years, ' It was getting dark as we drove into' the Bohemian
'Forest, peaceful and quiet and, after all that time, actually very familiar:

the hills on the horizon, the tall fir forests, the mushrooms in the wet. moss,.-
and the deteriorating roads as we approached. Tr¥me$ne’ ped Primdou, ‘the V1llage
where Anita lives with her family, and where we. then spent a few days. The
village is typical of many: it used to be german~-speaking until the expulsion
of the Germans in '463; - now it has four hundred inhabitants, less than half

. of  the pre~-war number, .quite a few of whom: live in the high-rises built for the-
employees of the consolidated state farm., Therefore many of the old. farmhouses:
and other buxldlngs are. standlng empty as rulns, or have dlsappeared completely.

We v1sited various fam111es in the village, the all-day nursery school ‘an apart-
ment in the high-rise, gpd had a very Czech, good, substantial, and: plentlful
lunch at the "House of Culture where people now go to drlnk.

We spent an evenlng--until mldnlght--carrying and heatlng and d13p031ng of water,
washing about five: loads of clothes in a three-pound wringer~type machine, and-
then hanging them by moonlight on the fence post in the chicken yard, while the
boys watched a Western Western-on TV at the neighbors', and then slept in the -
tent in said chicken yard. We stuffed ourselves with a whole hamper full of"
‘fried mushrooms the size of a saucer, and Wilma with stag-liver in sour gravy
with dumplings, (Anita's husband also. shot twelve W11d boars 1ast wmnter, but
they were out of boar meat ) R - : e '

Wlth Anlta we also went to Horsovskf Tya-Bischoftelnltz, - Wilma'ls home town. '’
Although it never was a bustling metropolis, it did seem very quiet, but in good
shape. The town administration is showing more awareness of the treasures of
baroque and older architecture in the town square than the pre-war ones ever -
did. Especially in-visiting the Renaissance castle, which has partly been con--
verted into a museum, and the truly beautiful park, one becomes particularly
aware-of the many reminders of what seemed feudal characteristics,.even in "
Wilma's time, on the one hand, and the almost totally new population which has®
np roets there, nor for the most part elsewhere, on the other. We ate in the
House of Labor, formerly Hotel Traube, and. then, after satisfying ourselves .
that the roof of the railrocad station on which we used to sun ourselves hasn't
changed; we climbed, boys and all, up.theaSchmalzberg’and along the crest to the
lovely old pilgrimage church, St. Anne's., It is in-deplorable condition, appar-
antly a victim of the fury of people who saw in it the burial’ground of the
Trauttmmnsdorffs, a symbol of the German, captlallst and Cathollc past.

"Our" house has been completely transformed--lnto a mouse-gray box, used as the
office building of a co=op dairy. The dairy itself stands in what used to be:
the garden, We walked around it as far as. we could hoplng to f1nd a tree-- '
or anythlng--left from before. : . -

a;On the: way back to Treme&he we stopped ‘in erkov, in the house where Wilma was:
born, and had a long talk with the manager of what is now a two-thousand acre
state farm; We also stopped in Neuhof,,- which she had last seen with her
father in September '38. The buildings:looked aged out of proportion to the = -
years, and although there has been guite a bit -of building, ‘the farm gives  the
appearance of neglect--somethlng of whlch the present lnhabltants and even-the
manager are we11 aware. . S : : / :

We walked to the pond Suchana . just as the sun was beglnnlng to go down. With

~the seven hills in the: background, it was not less beautiful than Wilma had
remembered it.. Mdnd, the- ‘manager's wife, whom I knew from school, told me that
they had- finally solved the riddle of the wooden hut, which, except for an éssen-
tial feature, looked like an outhouse~-and:there it wasi -the little shelter we
used .to use to undress to go swimming, I don't know why these little man-made
things from the past stand out so much in my memory. : There was-also the brldge
my father built with me in 1933 across the Radbusa for ‘my use, now a pub11c
thoroughfare. . ; R
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- We went back another day, also wisiting-the- farms. in ‘the surrounding area where

- our relatives used to live, and.speaking to laborers there, . Although they must
-be better: off than in the'past, they, :too, spoke nostalgically about-the good ‘-
old days when, also accord1ng to . them, the farms were: in: much better shape.

By then we were. v151ting Wilma 8 frlend Iva, a w1dow who lrves with her teenaged
daughter and her parents in a beautiful large garden-~her father is a gardenere-
sat the foot.of the Ryzmberk. The best part of our visits:was.feeling:so much at
home with people~=this was :actually also true of Georg-and the boys who consider
-Czechoslovakia the highlight of the .trip. 1Iva arranged a gatherlng for wus with:
as many. of our classmates as she could get together at a:friend's house in- .
DomaZlice. They and most of the people: to whom we talked: seemed to emphasize and
agree on several things: ' the 8talinist period is over, thank God, but some are:
not sure if it is so- for good. . One can talk and criticize: rather freely, but
the government pays llttle attentlon to crltlcism. T :

With regard to overall economic! pollcies as well as the: many lnstances of detail
. lots:of mistakes are being made which result in the: general: deterioration-(from
‘a.never too-high level) of the-economic conditions, and very 'poor morale.. I am

not commenting as an outsider, but rather paraphrasing what I have heard numer-
~able times when I say that omné.important fault is that there:is no reward for - .
initiative-~that, in fact, 1ndiV1dual initiative seems to be dlscouraged.n

We also spent a few days with Wllma '8 frxend Frantlgek and his famlly in Nyrsko
--and -from there explored Devil's' Lake and: the-southern Boh. Forest,.as well:as
Chodsko, . = the folkloristically unique villages‘where Wilma's grandparents:. ..
1lived;.and Ronsperg, .where her grandparents were buried. If mossecovered
tomb-stones, demolished. by the Nazi; were:not. lying: around chaotlcally, the
cemetary would look llke a thlck prxmeval forest. : e Lo n Lo

The: Prague : part of the tr1p was.a little: 1ess gustlly eentimental, but very
nice and very interesting. There we met and enjoyed:relatives,; some of:whom:"

. Wilma had not known before either, and met several people with whom we hope to
stay in, touch. ‘We even became acqualnted with a couple of communlsts.

Slnce W11ma was on the looLout for good recent Czech 11brar1es, and soon found :
that .publishing policy . there is.such: that, also thanks to the avidly reading - -
Czech public, books are quickly sold out,-she decided to’'go directly to several.
publishers. In spite of vacation time,  and of. the suddenness of this idea, she-
had a very interesting day talking:to editors, and . is nowr: supplred w1th Czech :
belles .. .. some time- to come, . : B IR

Between Georg s d1scuss1ons thh historlans, s1ght-see1ng W1th the boys, :and -
people, there was no time for: theater, movies or:political cabarets, which, we-
.were.told, are worth’ seeing,. Very reluctantly we. tore ourselves away from our

alternating diet-of sour craut and duck,” Svickova and dumplings! Wc passed through
the beautiful, completely quiet town square of : ‘Budéjovice, wondering if one would

have a, 31m11ar feeling in Pompei.  Our last hitchhiker,-a student, insisted that
we go with him to a village where they s&ll ice cream which be recommended as

made by private enterprise. A few hours later we saw the.lights and traffic of
Linz, Austria. _From there:we drove without further. extended stops over the Aus=-
trian.and Swiss:Alps and: Northern Italy and. through. France to Paris, where we took
charter flight, said good-bye to Europe on our last.day from Vezelay, : the
romanesque abbey overlooking a large area in Central France, and then once more,
late at. nlght W1th the Herzfelds 1n Nemour, by the light of flamino crepes suzette.

Shortly after our- return from Europe, there was Danny s Bar Mltzvah, which turned
out to be .a very nice family reunion. In:the last few months Georg has become™
increasingly involved in:an’ exchange program between:the: State University of New
York at Buffalo and Philander Smith College, the college in Little Rock:at which
we both taught from 1950 to 1956. Ever since we left the. South, Georg has:tried
to establish a relationship between a predominantly Negro 1nst1tution in the South
and . .a :major university. in the North. Both Buffalo.and, Philander -Smith College
which*now;has‘angadministration-whichvis;much more- ‘realistic about the limitations
of-the school than its predecessors; expressed:an interest. -Georg negotiated an
agreement between the two schools last spring and this fall, with' a major grant
from U.S. Office of Education,.the program got under way.:. The purpose.of the '
‘exchange is to strengthen the:level of instruction at Philander:Smith: College."
This year a steady exchange of persons will take place to establish contacts:
between departments-at the two.schools. The education departments are cooper-fi
ating in the development of an extensive remedial education program; an honors
program, and a lyceum series in Little Rock. Beginning this June, Philander

Smith College faculty members will come to Buffalo for further graduate work
during the summer and the regular school year, and Buffalo graduate gtudents,
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and possibly some faculty members, will go to Little Rock to teach. The interest
in the project among faculty members both here and in Little Rock and graduate
students in Buffalo has been very gratifying. The role of the predominantly
Negro college is, of course, changing at a time when higher education is becoming
rapidly integrated in the South. Philander Smith College will, however, in our
opinion continue to have a function to fulfill in the next years both because no
public college exists as yet in Little Rock and because institutions are needed
which will enable students to make the transition from disadvantaged, segregated
elementary and secondary schools to the competitive demands of an integrated
society.

We had better stép. With best greetings for the Holiday Season and the New Year
to all of you, ' )

Georg and Wilma Iggers

and the boys.




100 Ivyhurst Rdad
Buffalo, New York
14226

December 15, 1967

Dear Friends:

Once again the time has come when we are looking forward to hearing from
our friends whom we left behind in Canada, Arkensas, Louisiana, France, Germany,
Czechoslovakia, and elsewhere,

Wilma enjoys her teaching at Canisius College. This year for a change she
has no beginners!' German courses, bubt literature courses instead, The academic.
atmosphere at this Jesuit college is increasingly open and ecumenical —- even
the theology department has now changed its name to the department of religious
studies and a rabbl has been added to the faculty. The political conservatism
of the students and much of the faculty has given way somewhat under the pres-
sures of the Viet Nam conflict and an active peace movement has come into
existence on the campus. Despite her responsibilities at home, and at school,
Wilma is finding some time for research. Her book on Karl Kraus appeared this
fall. She has become increasingly interested in recent years in the Jewish
writers, both Czech and German, in Bohemia at the turn of the century and is
currently working on a paper on Jewish themes in Czech literature since 1945,

Georg continues to be pleased with the university., Rapid strides are being
made in building what is hoped will become a major graduate school. Despite the
nominally light teaching load, committee involvements, mainly related to the
expansion of the university and the department, leave less time for research and
writing than one would expect., Nevertheless, Georg was able to complete revisions
on his manuscript on German historical thought which he began during our year in
Germany some years ago, and which is finally in press.

Jeremy, now 16, and Danny, 143, are growing up quickly. Both are taller
than Wilma. Both demand more independence than we are quite ready to grant. The
social isolation which all three experienced after our move to suburban Amherst
has now been broken at leastfor the older two., Jeremy encountered a circle of
likeminded friends when he entered senior high school. During the last school year
he wag involved with the debate team and the chess club. Chess is still his
passion, but much of his spare time is occupied with editing an unofficial =~
the kids like to call it Munderground® -~ high school paper called the Dissenter.
He has little free time thisyear. The academic demands of the advanced placement
courses he is taking often keep him up till late. He has suddenly expressed an
interest in entering college after this year —- he is in 11th grade but will have
- completed all requirements except 12th grade English which he wants to take this
summer -— and while his desire makes some sense, the idea of his possibly leaving
home already next September came to us as somewhat of a shock.

Danny and Jonathan are much less ambitious students., Danny has one good
friend., He is very much interested in automobile designs and is constantly
modeling cars. He has expressed an interest in studying architecture. Jonathan
is a faithful supporter of the library club at his school and captain of his
bowling team, His tremendous consumption of books on history -- particularly
military history -- has now given way to an interest in snorts, unfortunately
almost entlrely as a passive spectator rather than as an active particinant,




The high point of the year was again our trip to Europe. Georg, who
has worked extensively on West German historiography since 1945, exnressed an
interest to historians during our brief visit to East Germany last year to
become better acquainted with the status of historical scholarship there.
The result was a promise of an invitation to visit the University of Halle and
lecture at the Karl Marx University in leipzig. Despite the skepticism of
some of our American colleagues, the invitations came through, Georg went in
mid—June —~— the children were still in school -- to attend the weeklong celeb-
ration of the 150th anniversary of the merger of the Universities of Halle and
wittenberg, an occasion which gave him marvelous opvortunities to meet historians
and philosophers from all over East Germany and Eastern Europe. At Halle he was
invited by a group of Polish historians to lecture at the University of Poznan
next May; one of the Poznan historians has since then been invited to lecture
in Buffalo., Wilma and the children joined Georg ten days later and accompanied
him to East Berlin, where Georg interviewed historians at the Academy of Science
and the Humbolt University and both of us spoke with writers, saw two Brecht
plays at the Berlin Ensemble and went to Die Distel, the satirical cabaret.
Jeremy and Danny, whose German is still quite fluent, spent a day in an East
Berlin high school., From Berlin we proceeded to Leipzig where Georg delivered
two lectures, both followed by heated discussions. It is still rare for a
non~-Marxist historian to spegk in East Germany and attendance at both of these
lectures was restricted to professors and a select group of students. From
leipzig we went to Dresden which has been very nicely rebuilt, and the Zwinger
restored. Before crossing into West Germany, we stopved in Eisenach and hiked
up to the Wartburg.

Our visit to East Germany was both encouraging and discouraging. The
reception we received everywhere, whether in university circles or elsewhere, was
extremely cordial, We saw everyone we wanted to see, It was Georg's impression
that historicalstholarship has become more sophisticated and less dogmatic. The
university veople, who represent very much of a privileged class in the supposedly
classless society, seemed on the whole much more siatisfied with conditions than
non-university people, but even here the morale appeared somewhat improved since
our previous visits, The economy is finally getting on its feet, There is con-
struction everywhere, reflecting beginnings of an air of prosperity. On the
other hand, the cultural and intellectual scene still seems bleak. There is
little sign of a thaw. Censorship and travel restrictions not only isolate East
Germany from the West, but also from the cultural ferment in the more liberal of
the Communist countries. Writers unwilling'to conform told us that they could no
longer publish their manuscripts. We were particularly dismayed by the character
of the anti~Israel campaign which was being waged by press, radio, TV, and
street banmners. On the whole, this campaign was unpopular, even among party
members with whom we spoke, It is hardly fitting for a German state to identify
the Israeli government as the heirs of the Nazis and compare the Israeli conduct
of the war with the Nazi crimes at Auschwitz. Explaining Nazism as a function of
"monopoly Capitalism," the East German govermment holds that it has completely
cleansed itself of the sins of the past. There is none of the serious soul-
searching which strikes one in West Germany.

After four pleasant weeks in Gottingen, where Georg used the Libraries,
we sSpent a week in Czechoslovakia, The contrast with East Germany is striking,
The.economy, collectivized to a much greater degree than in East Germany, is
still stagnant despite reform plans to decentralize production and introduce some
of the aspects of a market economy, Criticism of the government iz even more
general than in East Germany on economic and political grounds. On the other hand,
political relazation has gone much further than in East Germany. Culturally and
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intellectually Czechogbovakia is alive and again very much a member of the
international community. Ideology plays an increasingly small role in the

arts and in scholarship, Inspite of severe restrictions on the export of cur-
rency, Czechs travel again abroad. Prague is full of tourists from Bast and
West, but mostly West., On each successive visit -- Georg was there in 196k, .
both of us in 1966 -~ we have been struck by changes. This summer, however,
relaxation reached a critical point. Everyone was talking of the Writerst
Congress in early June which had led to a direct confrontation of intellectuals,
demanding further liberalization, and the government., This confrontation,
however, reiealed the limits of intellectual freedom. ILater in the summer,
after we had left, the government disciplined various writers and took control
of Literarnl Noviny, the excellent and outspoken weekly of the Writers' Congress.

Buffalo like many other American cities had its riots this summer, not
comparable to the explosions in Newark or Detroit, but nevertheless expressive
of the deep frustrations which exist in the Negro community. Georg is still a :
member of the executive committee of the Buffalo branch of the NAACP but the branch
has been relatively inactive.,' There are few other channelstiﬁ interracial
comminication left, Georg is still very much involved in the exchange program
between the University and Philander Smith College in Little Rock, which is now
beginning its third year. During the past year a regular stream of consultants
traveled betwsen the two campuses, Philadder Smith faculty members came here on
short-term visits and for study, and two Buffalo graduate students have gone to
Iittle Rock to teach., With help of the School of Education at Buffalo, a center
for remédial education§ has been set up at Philander Smith College. A major
part of Philander Smith's freshman class is taking non-credit courses in this
center in preparation for admission to regular college courses., For most students
at Philander Smith College this will ultimately mean a five year B,A, The
Committee at this campus concerned with this exchange is now trying to establish
similar exchange arrangements with other colleges and to mainbtain close touch
with SEEK programs preparing disadvantaged students in Buffalo for college work.

All of this seems almost irrelevant in the face of the stark tragedy of the
war. And in the face of the war, our actions, whether contributing to ads or sign-
ing protests, appear so impotent, more expressions of conscience than effective
opposition. At present both of us are helping to orgaize a draft counseling
center in Buffalo and preparing to become counselors ourselves, a concern
particularly close to our heart with three boys approaching draft age. Wilma
has given a good deal of her time to the Buffalo Branch of the Women!'s Inter-
national Ieague for Peace and Freedom, of which she is president this year,

This has not been easy because the members of the organization, like those of
many peace and-civil rights groups, are today very much divided on questions of
aims and tactics.. After having been for so many years in the left wing of the
civil rights and peace movements in the South, we now find ourselves in the
‘strange position of having to defend ourselves against the criticé:inof the left,
Under the pressure of the war and the tensions of the ghettoes,portions of the
anti~war and civil rights movements have moved into directions which we cannot
follow., We were deeply disturbed by the resolutions adopted at the New Politics
conference in.Chicago, both because of the nihilism and the lack of political
realism implied by these resolutions. While there are many signs of sickness:
in American society, we still believe that there are elements of humanism and




democracy in the American tradition which leave hope for evolutionary change
to a more humane society. Perhaps this is too optimistic a view in the face
of the horror of the war and the misery of the ghettoes. But violent con-
frontation is likely only to lead the protest movement to isolation from the
main currents of public opinion and reduce it ito political ineffectiveness,
And violence, even where successful, has a tendency to corrupt the ends for
which it is used, .

In this difficult time of searching for meaningful action, our friend
Heide Friedrich together with other (8ttingen pacifists hag initiated a
tangible project. After a year ‘of negotiations, they have succeeded in
obtaining free places in Got'blngen hospitals for four Vietnamese children
so seriously wounded, both legs gone, lower jaw shot off, napalm burns, etc.,
that they cannot be adequate'ly“treated in Viet Nan., Gﬁttingen is a major
university medical center., Money is needed to transport the children {rom
Viet Nam to Germany. If you would like to contribute, please make your check
out to Frau Heide Friedrich, 3k Gottingen, Rasermeg 11, West Germany.

With best wishes to all of you for the Holiday Season and the New Year,

the Iggers Family



100 Ivyhurst Road
Amherst, New York 14226
December 15, 1968

Dear Friends:

It is a Sunday, a real Buffalo winter morning, snow, wind, 10° tempera-~
ture, a pleasure to be indoors, The family is still asleep and I shall take
this opportunity to write this letter which should have been ready already for
days. ’

As usual this has been a busy although for the most part a satisfying
year for us, Wilma was particularly occupied, combining the duties of teaching
fulltime at Canisius, with the household, some research and writing, and civic
activities. She enjoys teaching at Canisius College. The atmosphere at this
Jesuit school is quite open, even morq%o than when she came, and the Jesuits
are probably even more liberal on religious and political questions than the
lay faculty. Wilma has tenure now, She is teaching more literature, including
a graduate course, and less elementary language than in the past. She has been
using much of her limited academic leisure to read current Czech literature,
The end of August she read a paper at a meeting in Washington on Jewish Themes
in Post-World War 11 Czech and Slovak literature. Despite the decimation of
the Jewish population by the Nazis and the extinction of the rich Bohemian
German and Czech-Jewish culture, the past ten years of cultural normalization
in Czechoslovakia have seen a surprising interest in Jewish themes in novel
and film. A steady flow of books from Prague arrives at our house. For this
coming summer, Wilma has received a grant from Canisius College to go to Prague
to study the reception of German literature.in Czechoslovakia since World War
I, although she is particularly interested in the period since 1945, Wilma
decided not to run for another term as president of the Buffalo Branch of the
Women's International League of Peace and Freedom but is still quite involved
in their activities, ‘ : '

Of our sons, Jeremy has been the one involved in the largest number of
activities, academic and non-curricular. He is seventeen now, a senior in
high school and making applications to colleges. He has done very well on
the various scholastic aptitude tests and is a National Merit Scholarship semi-
finalist as well as a winner of New York Regents scholarship. His grades at
school have been respectable but not as good as his test scores would indicate.
He does not let school work interfere with his many interests. Having been
editor of the school's now extinct underground newspaper last year he now has
joined the establishment to become editorial editor for the official school
paper. This takes a fair amount of time. In addition he is on the school
chess team, has gone out for track although he is not a particularly out~
standing athlete, and goes fencing. He reads quite a bit of good, especially
recent literature. Ever since he started senior high school he has been in
the midst of a circle of friends with similar interests. Like Danny, but much
more 80, he has become very independent so that we see very little of him. We
were not very happy about his long hitchhiking excursions last summer although
we consented to them. Twice he hitchhiked to Payetteville, Arkansas, with a
friend to visit the Thompson family and once to Washington, D.C. He wants to
become a journalist and may major in English or history in college, We shall
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know in April which college will take him. But he wants to be and should be in
a stimulating atmosphere.

Danny is fifteen and a half and a sophomore in high school. He has grown
tremendously in the last year and is now taller than any of us, He spends most
of his free time with his friend Mike. One of his current interests is auto-
~ mobiles. He bought himself a brokendown Fiat-600 for $40 which he wants to put
into running order. Danny goes to judo class twice a week and to a swimming
course once a week and now during the winter uses his spare time to go skating
frequently. He also reads a fair amount, likes to write, and does particularly
well in his English and history courses, less well in courses which interest
him legss. He shows quite a bit of imagination in his writing and this summer
wrote us beautiful and very sensitive letters from camp. He spent the summer at
Shaker Village Work Group where he engaged in agriculture, carpentry, and pottery
and helped rebuild an old Shaker Village. He thoroughly enjoyed it. .A friend
of ours at the University of Nottingham in England has invited him to participate
in an archeological excavation being conducted by the University of Nottingham
next summer and he is very much looking forward to going.

Jonathan just turned thirteen. Last month was Bar Mitzvah, an occasion
for a very pleasant family reunion with relatives and friends coming from Canada,
California, Illinois, and my father coming from the South, The Bar Mitzvah was
almost to the day on the thirtieth anniversary of the arrival of the group of
refugees, including Wilma, her family and many of her relatives and friends, who
fled Czechoslovakia together shortly after Munich and settled in the Hamilton,
Ontario, area of Canada. Many are still there and with the proximity of Hamilton,
Toronto, and Brantford to Buffalo we see quite a bit of them now, Jonathan has
changed quite a bit in the last few months, He is very big for his age and is
taller already than Wilma, He is no longer as fat as he was, He is a very
pleasant but very quiet child, Unfortunately he has not yet succeeded in making
friends -- he always had a circle of friends before we came here. He reads quite
a bit, listens to the radio, and spends some time at the Y. Like Danny, he does
well in the subjects which interest him, social studies and English, and less so-
in science which he finds boring. He, however, very much enjoyed the nature
~ study camp he went to in Northern Ontario last summer, his first camp experience,
and would like to go again next summer. His main interests right now are books,
bowling, radios and sports although he is much more a spectator than a partici-
pant,

I myself enjoy the University as much as ever, The university, which
became part of the state system six years, is still in a process of rapid growth.
There is much room for experimentation and new ideas both in the university and
in our department. Our department is more than twice as large now than when I
came; the number and quality of graduate students has risen while on the under-
graduate level the huge lecture classes which existed when I came have now with
added faculty been supplemented by undergraduate seminars, My teaching assign-
ments have been interesting. Until now I taught the lecture courses in German
history; we are now adding a German historian so that I can devote myself more
to my main interests in intellectual history, This year I am teaching a graduate

seminar .the first semester on Marx, the second on Problems of Contemporary
Marxism, The seminar in which I have several very articulate members of the New
Left as well as several who very much disagree with them has been very lively.

I am algo teaching an experimental sophomore course on methodology and inter-
pretation of history and next semester shall be teaching the senior honors course
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in historiography. My book on German historicism finally appeared. I am now
continuing my work on ideas of progress and decline in modern historical thought
and also working on a history of historiography which will deal particularly with
the impact of social science methods on recent historiography.

My main committee responsibility has been as chairman of the Committee on
Co-operation With Predominantly Negro Colleges. The co-operative arrangement with
Philander Smith College in Little Rock, about which I wrote you in last year's
letter, 18 continuing into its fourth year. It is difficult to judge whether it
has been a failure or a success. There has been a good deal of activity, PSC
faculty studying here, consultants going down, etc. We have been particularly
interested in working with the compensatory education program at Philander Smith,
Philander Smith College cannot become a strong liberal arts college at this time.
Its main function must be to help graduates of disadvantaged schools to overcome
their educational gap and prepare them to enter the competitive main stream of
American life, The impact which we can have on the school is, however, a very
limited one. This year we shall very critically review our participation,
compare it with other similar programs, and possibly move in other directions,

Our social action commitments have continued to center around the 1ssue

of peace and racial equality., 1In both, the contribution which we can make as
_individuals is distressingly small, Wilma has, of course, been involved in the
various peace activities of the Women's International League for Peace and Free-
dom, She also participated in a walk across the Peace Bridge last winter spon-
gored by the Quakers to bring money and medical supplies to Canada for trans-
-shipment to the Red Cross organizations of North Vietnam and South Vietnam and
the National Liberation Front. The Women's International League has co-operated
with the Priends and other peace organizations in setting up the Buffalo Draft
Counsgeling Center which in contrast to the Resistance explores legal alternatives
to the draft, including conscientious objection, but will counsel on the alterna-
tives of prison and emigration if all other channels have been exhausted. I have
been a counselor for the Center since it began functioning last March, a work
which I have found very satisfying. 1 have also become somewhat more involved

in Buffalo integration problems, Unfortunately many channels of communication
between the white and black communities have been broken with the increasing
separatism, the result of black disillusionment, and the failure of integration
has led many persons in the black community to favor school decentralization and
local control of segregated schools. Since this summer I have been chairman
again of the Education Committee of the Buffalo Branch of the NAACP, a function

I held in Little Rock and New Orleans. The NAACP has been unfortunately inactive
in the past but remains an organization committed to integration. I myself try
to gtay in the background as I did in Little Rock and New Orleans. The school
problems are in many ways similar. The Common Council which has fiscal control
over the schools has effectively stymied the very incomplete plans for racial
balance adopted by the Board of Education under an order from the State Commis-
sloner of Education which resulted from an NAACP action. Any further move

toward school integration will now require legal action, as it did in Little
Rock and New Orleans when I was there,

We watched with great suspense the developments in Czechoslovakia in spring
and summer. A steady flow of letters and newspapers came from Wilma's old friends
‘and relatives as well as from acquaintances we have made on our recent trips re-
flecting the euphoria as well as the premonitions of disaster of people there,
After a break of several weeks after the invasion, this stream has continued,
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The events of August 21 are saddening not only because of what they mean in
terms of individual lives and the political and cultural development of
Czechoslovakia but also because they destroyed the hopes for a more rapid
liberalization of conditions generally in Eastern Europe and the end of the
Cold War atmosphere, 1f conditions permit, we hope to spend several weeks in
Prague next summer where Wilma will be working on her grant and I on trends
in Historiography in Eastern European countries since World War II.

We were saddened by the passing of my mother in September. Although
she had been ill for many years, her death came at a time when she had shown
congsiderable recovery and we expected it least. We have suggested to my father
who 18 now 74 to move to Buffalo but for the time being he intends to continue
his work as a salesman traveling through the entire South and keep his apartment
in Richmond. :

This more or less sums up the main events and involvements in our life
this past year. . '

We wish you a happy holiday season and a Happy New Year. The last year,
marked by the continuation of war in Vietnam and Nigeria, by the invasion of
Czechoslovakia, increasing tension in the Near East, and assassination in this
country had its fill of violence and suffering. Let us hope that the coming
- year will see an advance toward a more humane  rational world.

Georg, Wilma, Jeremy, Daniel,‘
and Jonathan Iggers



| 100 Ivyhurst Road .
Amherst, N.Y. 14226 b
December 19, 1969 '

Pear Friends:

We are sorry that our annual letter is reaching you so late
this year. Pressure of work kept us from turning te it earlier.
Last Sunday I finally locked myself in my office in school and
when I came out several hours later, I found to my own embarrass—
ment and horror that I had written nine single-spaced pages, most
of them to be sure on the impressions from our trip to Czecho-
glovakia, Dast Germahy, and Israel this past summer. A family
council which included the kids decided firmly that we could not
impose such a letter on our friends. The letter had to be ocut
and we decided to append a shorter version of the observations
about our trip as a P.S., to this letter, You may conveniently
detach it from this letter and drop it unread into the circular
file under your desk or read it, as you please.

- The one important change in our life as a family has been
dJeremy's departure for college, He is a fréshman at Carleton
College about forty miles south of Minneapolis. Danny, now 163,
ie a junior in high school and is already being subjected to the
first battery of college board tests. Dike Jeremy he¢ has found
a2 congenial circle of friends and activities in senior high
school, Jonathan, just turned fourteen, has shot up remarkably
this past year, is as tall as I and weighs a good 200 1lbs. Wilma
continues to enjoy teaching at Cenisius. ‘She is on the faculty
committee which recruits and counsels minority group students;

- is faculty advisor of Students for Peace and Involvement, the
student activist group which by comparison to other campuses is
8till relatively moderate; and is president this year of the
North East Modern Languages Association, which has been planning
the program for the meeting of the assodistion at Canisius College
this coming April. I am able to teach courses increasingly close
to my area of interest as the faculty in my department has doubled
from 19 to 38 since my arrival here four years ago. While I was
earlier teaching mostly Germen history, I am now teaching courses
and seminars in intellectual history and historiography, includ~
ing two seminars this past year on Marx end Marxism which led to

a very lively dialogue among various shades of political thought
on campus. My teaching responsibilities seem & good deal lighter
on paper than they are in reality, but I do find somewhat more
time for research and writing than in the past. I am still cow-
chairman of the university's Committee on Co~operation with
Predominently Negro Colleges. The exchange program with Philander
Smith College in ILittle Rock is coming to and end this June and
the committee is beginning to develop a somewhat broader program
of recrulting minority group graduste students, ‘ »

In the community, our mein activities continue to revolve
~around the issues of peace and race, - Wilma continues to be
active in the Women's International lLeague for Peace and Freedom
which among other things has supported the efforis of the Draft
Counseling Center of Greater Buffalo to provide information on
legal alternatives to the draft, I have been counseling for the




center, The igsue of the draft as a question of conscience is
coming perticulaerly close to home now that Jeremy has passed

his eighteenth birthday and Danny will soon approach it. Both
Wilma and I have continued to be active in the NAACP. The NAACP
i8 the one predominantly black action group in Buffalo which con-
tinues to welcome white members and remains committed to racial
integration, - The problems of Buffalo are not that different
from those which we knew in the urban South:  unequal educational
fecilities, discrimination in employment and housing, police
brutality. I am still co-chairman of the education committee

of the local branch which has been concerned with accelerating
the pace of school integration both by negotiations with the
school board and by legal action and most recently has become
quite concerned in involving the suburbs in the integration
program, Right now we are preparing a suit against the so-
called state anti-bussing law.  This law, passed last spring by
the New York legislature, forces the Buffalo school board to
obtain written authorizations from all parents of children who
are assigned to schools to achieve racial balance, Segregation-
ists end black separatists expected that the law would cripple
bussing in Buffalo. To their surprise almost all parents of
__children involved signed the authorizations while other parents
took up the few places left vacant, thus demonstrating that
there is still broad support in the black community for inte-
grated schools despite Jjustified frustration at the slow pace
and the token manner with which it has proceeded. Danny in the
pest few weeks has become quite involved in a tutoring program .
gponsored by the NAACP for children who are being bussed out of
the inner city and has found considerable enthusiasm among hia
friends whom he has recruited as. tutors. S

Both Wilme and I had research grants this past summer to
-go to Burope. Wilma has been working on various problems in
contemporary literature in Czechoslovakia and Easgt Germeny; I
was working on the impact of the social sciences on contemporary
historiography in Bastern as well as in Western Burope and also
revising my book on German historicism for a West German edi-
tion now in preparation. It was a very busy but interesting
summer, (Wilma and I proceeded from Amsterdam to Cmechoslovekia
childless, where we spent about three weeks, to REast Germany,
and to Gottingen.) Jeremy and Danny acquired bleycles upon our
arrival in Amsterdam and started out on their own. = They rode
along the Rhine and Mosel, through Alsace into Switzerlend,
staying at youth hostels. In Switzerland they disposed of their
bicyeles and continued by a combination of thumb and train to
Vienna, Bratislava, and Prague, and Gottingen where they rejoined
us in early August. Jeremy acquired a beard on the trip which he
is still wearing., Jonathan in the meantime was in camp in
Canada. He joined us in Géttingen in early August after inéred-
ible complications caused by the irresponsibility of a charter
line which postponed its flight by a week without notifying us.
From Gottingen, or rather Frankfort, we all flew to Israel, the
vacation part of the trip, where we spent two weeks. Danny

left us again upon our arrival in Tel Aviv and on his own




hitchhiked to the Negev, Beersheba, and Mesada on the Dead Sea.
Our paths crossed again in Jerusalem, where Danny, however,
stayed in a youth hostel in the 0ld City. From Jerusalem he
went to a kibbutz in @alilee to which he had been invited. For
a description of our %rip, see the attached P.S. From Israel
Wilma, Jonathan end I went once more to Prague, where I partici-
pated in a conference on Fascism sponsored by the Academy of
Sciences while Jeremy and Danny proceded straight to Amsterdam.
The atmosphere was particularly somber in Prague the end of
August after the new repressive leglslation which had followed
the August 21 demonstrations, commemorating the first anniversary
of the occupation., Nevertheless, there was nothing in the con-
ference %o indicate that it took place in a Communist country.
Interestingly, while Poles, Hungariens, and Western Huropean
historians and social scientists were well represented, there
were no Soviet or East German particlpants. Once again we left
Qzechoslovakia with more friends and tokens of their friend~
ship, and thieg time with a feeling of pessimism about the future
of that country which has been born out by events since. .

We hope that you, too, will write if you have not already
done so, and wish you a good New Year,

Georg and Wilma Iggers




P.S¢ Trom Amsterdam Wilma and I traveled slowly through West
Germany--where we interviewed various historians; and in Wilma's

~ case. persons knowledgeable on COzech literature--on to Prague

where we spent the major part of July., The atmosphere in Prague

was both exhilarating and very depressing. The intellectual and

literary scenes were gtill very much alive and anything but
leicheeschaltet. We spoke with a large number of people, :
ﬁis@orlans, writers, as well as relatives and friends of Wilma
from all walks of life, in Prague and in the countryside. There
is a certain warmth and openness among Czechs which I have found
in no other country. Perhaps the inefficiency of the Communist
scononic system has unwittingly contributed to & certain relaxed
pace which is unknown to us in the hustle and busile of our
lives. Nevertheless, in many ways, the atmosphere was very
bleak, There was a feeling of utter helplessness about the
political situation which was rapidly deteriorating during the
summer and has deteriorated even further since then. When we
were there, the press had already been muzzled again and many
of the old Novoay men were back in office. On the other hand,
book publishing was still relatively free, a film very criti-
- ¢al of the Cgech past in the post 1948 years was being shown to
record crowds, travel to the West was still open with thousands
of Czech tourists abroad, and the universities were still un-
touched. Bveryone, however, feared the worse, and a good deal
of it happened since then, the emergency laws following the
August 21 demonstration which destroyed the remnants of eivil
liverties and gave the government complete power summarily to
dismiss teachers and students-~a power they did not have in this
unlinmited way even in the 3talin period~-and in October the
restrictions cutting off almost all travel West by Czechoslovaks
were imposed. "Socialish with a human face" which had enthused
the masses of Czechoslovaks during the Prague Spring of 1968,
now seemed & digtant dream. The main form of opposition of the
population seemed to be ecohomic slowdown. Morale, including
working morale, was terrible., The economy tottered. Public
services, including the post office, trains, street cars, etc.,
functioned increasingly inefficiently. Industrial end agricul-
tural production went down. Iong lines outside of stores ap-
peared .ag shortages developed. Persons desperately tried to
dispose of their Czech crowns at any price or invest them in
houses, or prepayments for automobiles not to be delivered for
years to come, as everyone ajglticipated the collapse of the cur-
rency. Nevertheless, the almost complete unanimity of the pop~
ulation in opposition to the occupation and the passive re-
sistance geemed unlikely to change the political situation.

. Prom Prague we made a week's excursion to Eaet Germany,
where we spent an afternoon in Dresden, three days in Leipzig,
and four in Berlin. The contrast with Czechoslovakia was strik-
ing. The economy functioned., We could tell the progress since
our earlier visits in 1966 and 1967, not to mention 1962,

There was a real air of prosperity., Dresden has been beautifully
rebullt-~the Zwinger and some of the historic buildings restored,
the rest of the c¢ity rebuilt in the 1960's, in a modern inter-
national style which contraests sharply with the drab Stalin




style of much of Leipzig snd Rast Berlin rebuilt in the 1950's,
On. a Sunday afterncon Dresden with its well dressed, prosperous
Jdooking citizens, jemming the elegant eoffee houses renminded.
one of many a Western German city. New building was visible -
everywhere in Leipzig and Berlin. :The intellectual and cultural
secene on the other hand, seemed more rigid and arid thesn even
on our previous visits. The Czechoslovak developments have led
to even stricter controls. When entering Rest Germany from
Czechoslovekia the customs official spent half an hour going
through my brief case, & search which was continued once more

in the Dresden station. We felt badly that a Dresden friend,
who met us at the station and who had recently lost his position
at the university after having made some remarks about the need
for soecialist pluralism at a faculty meeting, had his name noted
down by the passport police., The university and academy people
in Leipzig and Fast Berlin were extremely cordial and helpful,
like on our previous visits. Unlike their Czech colleagues
they identify with the establishment., With a few exceptions
they are intellectually much less sophisticated and more parochial
than their colleagues in COzechoslovakia. One interesting ex-
perience was a visit to a reading by a young Bast German author,
deBruyn, from his recent controversial novel, Buridan's Donkey,
before a meeting of foreign, mostly Bastern European, summer
students in Berlin., %Phe reading was followed by a very lively
disocussion of the merits of soeciallst realism. Two modeérators
from the Humboldt University were very much embarrassed as

- first a Czech and then a Soviet student to the applause of the
asgembled students, tore into the concept of socislist realisn,
indication that the younger generation is much better informed
and sophisticated than one migh% axpect from a highly regimented
educational system.

: From Berlin we returned to Prague and then after two days
in Wilma'e old home region, visiting friends in the beautiful
and peaceful Bohemian Forest, went on to Gbttingen, our old
stamping grounds in West Germany where we spent a very pleasant,
but very busy two weeks. Despite all that has been written in
this country about the new right in West Germany, we have quite
a bit of confidence in the democratic orientation of the young
generation, Some of this confidence was, of course, confirmed
by. the West German national elections.

~ From Gottingen we left on August 9 for a two week trip to

Israel. This was the vacation part of the trip. A trip to
Israel, of course, has many more emotional overtones to us than
a trip to any other country. We had always wanted to go there
for a visit but had always postponed it because I did not want
to go as a tourist for two weeks, but hoped to spend a semester
or a year there teaching to get to know.the country. This op~-
ortunity never arose end it seemed was unlikely to arise, so
hat we finelly decided to go, the last time probably that we
~couvld all go as a femily. As a matter of fact, ironically, when
we were in Israel the possibility was raised that we might spend
our sebbatical year there, Two weeks, of course, were much too




short and we left with surface impressions and many questions
unanswered, Our inability to converse in Hebrew turned out to
be much wore of a handicap than we had expected in communicating
with the young native born generation, whom we unfortunately had
1ittle opportunity to meetb. - A :

Our first impress1on was that thls country, which we ex—
pected to know so well from all we had read and heard from friends
and relatives, turned out to be so strange. The first impression
of the street scene and the population was & much less Furopean '
and more Oriental one than we had expected., Somehow we had ex-
pected it to be much more a mixture of Central and Bastern Furope
and had thought that we would still hear quite a bit of German
end Yiddish, -This, of course, was unrealistic. Half the country
ig of Near ﬁastern origin and a generation or more has elapsed
since the great waves of Russian, Polish, and German settlers
came. A new, uniquely Israseli culture has developed in the meanw
time. Surface impressions are annoying at first. In no country
we have visilted have we encountered as much discourtegy--in
hotels, post offices, bus stations. Central Tel Aviv which I,
from photographs,; had pictured asg an elegant modern city, some-—
thing which applies to the suburb of Ramat Gan, seemed noisy and
rather dirty and shabby. Going south to Yaffa, we ran into bad
slum sections in the southern part of the city. ILeaving Tel -
Aviv, the piecture changed. Haifa on the slopes of Mount Carmel
overlooking the Mediterranean, is a beautiful and despite 1ts
industry, clean city. Here we visited a cousin of mine, whom I
hedn't seen since we left Germany before the war, and her husband
and two adopted children, one a beauntiful dark-gkinned little
Yemenite girl, who communicated with us in almost perfect German.,
From Haifa we went on a two-day bus tour of Galilee. The con-
trasts are impressive; the ruins of ancient Meggide, modern
Arabie Nazareth, Sfad, the city of scholars and artists,
Kibbutzia, new industrial cities which have sprung up almost
overnight, the subtropical city of Tiberias, below sea level,
slohg the beautiful lake and the new part of the city 2,000
feet above the lake. The countryside is rugged, mountalnous,
dry, rocky. Out of the rocks orchards and vegetable gardens
have been won. The ethnic mixture is impressive, settlements of
Hungariens, Germans, Rumanians, Algerians, Iraqi, Moroccaus,
older Sefardic, Jewish settlers, Christian and Moslem Arabs,
Druses., On our return to Haifa, we took the bus at 6:30 a.m. to
Afula to make the connection with the only daily bus which goes
the length of the occupied West Bank to Jerusalem sgince we wanted
to see as much of the occupied areas as possible, Most of the
bus passengers were armed soldiers going to their posts on the
West Bank. The cities, Janin, Nablus, Ramallah, seemed as if
they came from the Arabian Nights. The country side was rugged
a8 in Galilee, but not aes intensively cultivated. dJerusalem, ‘
of course, was the high point of the trip. There is no city
like Jerusalem, especially now thet the city has been reunited.
The eultural diversity of the country exists here in concentrated
and sccentuated form., Ultra-Orthodox and secular Jews, a variety
of Christian denominations, Moslems coexist. The 01ld City, with




/inéits'rugged beauty .

- ite holy places and its teeming Aradb masses, had a special ate

traction for us. But we also admired the New Cilty, including

'~ the new campus of the Hebrew University and the magnificient

Tsrael National Museum.

,  Thah&s tova géodMAmeridan ffiénd76f.6urs who had migrated
to Israsel and his Israeli wife, we were able to make excursions
in. the surroundings of Jerusalem as well, to vislt two Kibbutzim,

™ in ome of which interestingly, twenty non-Jewish Finnish families

had settled, and an Arab village, where we were very ocordially
received, invited into two homes, fed tea and coffee, and conw
versed extensively about the political situation, with one host
in English, with ‘the other with our Israeli friend, who speaks
Arabic, acting asz interpreter., The country side ls breathtaking

- .Our last five days were spent somewhat against our intenw-
tions.in a seaside resort on the Mediterranean near Natan%a.
The travel bureau was squosed to have put us up at a kibbutz,
but slipped up., We didn't particularly appreciate the tourist
atmosphere, but made excursions to Wilma's nearby cousin, who
until recently, had lived on a kibbutz, and whose husband took

"me on an extended tour of a nearby moshav, a co-~operative settle-

ment in which farmers own plots of their own, in contrast to the
collectively operated kibbutzim, We met some .of the local people,
On the morning the AlAgsah Mosque burned--we were not aware of
itewwe went to nearby Tulkarem, an Arab city of about 25,000 just
ingide the West Bank, where we were clearly by our clothing, the
only Westernerz except for the Israeli military patrol which

came cireling every few minutes in its jeeps. Again we were re~
ceived with much. . friendliness, served coffee, had considerable
difficulty in communicating but finally found a teacher and later
8 young man who spoke English and with whom we discussed the
political situation at length., There were several things which
surpriged us., How relaxed the occupation was, for example.

There were no checks at the border, There was completely free
movement wherever we went on the West Bank, except that Danny
wag ordered out of Hebrom, where there has been considerably
more tension and where he went by himself by Arab bus, by the
Israell patrols by sundown, becauvse they did not congider it
entirely safe. The Arabs we talked to seemed all much more -
coneiliatory than we had expected. .They disliked being cut off
from the Arab world, complained of not being able to visit rela«
tives in Jordan, although some travel is permitted, and the two
men we- talked to in Tulkarem made it very clear that they did

not want to be a part of Israel. The one wished the return of
the ares to Jordan, the other the creation of a Palestinian state.
All however, believed that there must be co~exlsgtence. They had
few complaints about the occupation, exéept that they wished, of
courge, that the troops would go away-~titp Armenian students we
spoke with in 0ld Jerusalem, one of whom interestingly was a
medical student in Soviet Armenia, home on vacation, considered
the new status of Jerusalem an improvement, The men in Tulkarem
stressed the economlc advantages to the population from employment




in nearby Israeli industry with its much higher selaries, which
outweighed ‘some of the negative economic. effects of the separa-

- tion of the country from the Bast Benk., The areas we visited
were perhaps not entirely typical and the atmosphere in other

areas, particularly the Gaza strilp, where there have been nightly

- curfews, appears to have been more tense,

- We left Israel with mixed impressions, mostly positive, some
negative, all admittedly very superficisl. I was impressed by
the tremendous economic: enéergy of the country which exceeded any-
thing I expected, There is a high level of lndustrialization,
an extremely efficient agriculture, and a stondard of living . .

- which is not far behind Western Buropean lévels, although some
pockets of poverty continue to exist, Again and agsin, in talk-
ing to lsraelis, one is reminded of the persecution which brought
them here, the refugees from Hitler, the survivors of the holo~
caust, the immigrants from the ghettoes of Morocco, The country
has enabled thousands to rebuild lives with dignity. The ‘other
side of the coin is, of course, the confliect and the dislocations
of other tens of thousands, which the establishment of the gtate
of Israel produced. T was impressed by the lack of conflict -
between the ethnie groups within Israel and the lack of resent-
ment among North African immigrants with whom we spoke towards
the older Buropean settlers, ~On the other hand, power and .-
status is 8till very much concentrated in FEuropean hands, At :
the Hebrew University we were told that approximately 85% of the
students are of Buropean background, although 50% of the. populaw
tion is of Near Eastern origin., Israel faces the problems of
overcoming the lack of Western skills of many of the North
African immigrants and the educational and cultural disadvantages
which are being transmitted to an Israeli bora population,
despite the de %ure;equality of educational opportunities, and
the conscious efforts to extend these opportunities to all citi-
282’18 » ’

. I was least pleased with the attitude of many Israelig=-l
“suspect they represent a majority in government and in. the
‘population~won the guestion of borders. Wilma disagrees with me
~on this point., She feels that Israel has no alternative dbut to
hold on to the occupied territories at least until the Arab

. states are willing to negotlate. I agree that Israel has féw
alternatives, that Iaraeli moderation will not by itself over-
“rgome Arab intransigeance, I am, however, disappointed that
Israel did not make it very clear after the Six-Day War +that she
had no intentioh to keep the occupied territories. Most
Israelis, distrustful of the rest of the world, believe that only
military strength will preserve them from cextain destruction. . .
The memory of the holoceust is 8till very much alive. They fail
to recognize the role which political factors will play in the
long run in Israeli security., Admitting that Ierael may be
entitled to certain border revisions such as perhaps, the Golan
Heights, in contrast to the Golan Plain, or latrun, or even

Sharm el Sheik, and that there should be open access to the . -
entire city of Jerusalem (something whifh I do not think has to




be identical with annexetion of the 0ld City), I nevertheless
think that an irredentist Arsb minority is of much greater

danger to Israel both domestically and in her foreign affairs,
than the presence of jet planes, three rather than ten minutes
from her cities. The Arab diehards have not left Israel much
. choice; but Israel has made an elmost hopeless situation even

faﬂumore'hopeless for the few voices of moderation among the Arabgw-
“and probably contributed to the fall of moderate governments in .

Lebanon, for example., . It would be unfortunate if a permanent
state of war should in the long run poison Israeli society as
it is threatening to poison ours. 1 was encouraged to find that
some Israelis see this danger. At the Hebrew University, we met
a group o0f professors who expressed very similar opinions and.
there is apparently an active. group of students and professors
at ‘the Hebrew University organized in a society for "Security
through. Peace.” It is also encouraging that Israell society
8till permits a high degree of dissent, even in the midst of a
state of war, and that the Jerusalem Post, for example, was able
to carry advertisements by Jewish aend Arab intellectuals and
notables openly criticizing the dominant attitude on the border
question, -~ - . o SRR :




